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            Waste and Landfill

This	sector	includes	waste	diversion,	residential	and	commercial	recycling,	and	the	county	landfill.		

Why focus on the waste reduction sector? Reduce-Reuse-Recycle, all three R’s are important. In 2015, the overall waste diversion rate of the Eagle 
Valley was 19.6%. This included general recycled materials, organic materials including yard waste, and household hazardous waste including 
electronic waste. Eagle County has set an overall waste diversion goal of 30% by 2030. The Eagle Valley recycling rate was 26.9% in 2015; this is 
below the national average of 34%. Waste reduction, recycling and composting, and sustainable purchasing are areas in which the community can 
have	a	greater	impact	through	policy,	better	infrastructure,	education,	and	programs.	A	2010	study	of	the	waste	stream	at	the	Eagle	County	landfill	
revealed	that	40%	of	current	landfill	waste	could	be	processed	as	compost	if	a	commercial	scale	facility	were	available.

What’s already being done: Eagle County Materials Recovery Facility, waste haulers provide recycling, county and town supported recycling drop-
off sites, e-waste collection events, zero waste events, collaboration amongst Eagle Valley Waste Diversion Steering Committee, waste reduction 
goals	set	by	local	governments	and	other	entities,	Actively	Green	Sustainable	Business	Training	and	Certification	Program,	Eco-Schools,	and	other	
programs. One town has recently implemented a plastic bag ban and a recycling ordinance. 

Educational	tours	to	the	landfill	and	recycling	facility	are	very	popular.
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Programs	and	projects Importance	to	stakeholders Recommended	especially	for	
businesses

Recommended	especially	for	
towns

Recommended	especially	for	
county		

Update	Eagle	Valley	Waste	Diversion	plan;	consider	
increasing	waste	diversion	goals High P

Ensure	all	schools	recycle	and	compost	(when	commercial	
composting	becomes	available) High	 P P

Reuse	construction	materials	(lumber	and	construction	and	
demolition	waste)	 High P

Group	for	sustainable	purchasing,	including	local	food	
purchasing High ü  	

Infrastructure	improvements	for	waste	diversion,	possible	
single	stream	at	MRF,	organic	waste	diversion	 High P

Zero	waste	events	supported	by	towns	and	event	
producers	 ü  	 P

Repurpose	waste	into	energy	or	materials ü  	
Address	infrastructure	gaps	discovered	in	waste	access	
audit	of	public	spaces ü  	 ü  	

Visible	public	recycling	areas,	drop	sites	–	at	bus	stops,	
sidewalks,	at	events,	etc. P P

Home	and	community	composting
Anaerobic	digesters	and	methane	capture	operations ü  	

Policies	and	regulations Importance	to	stakeholders Recommended	especially	for	
businesses

Recommended	especially	for	
towns

Recommended	especially	for	
county		

Zero	waste	event	goals	–	encourage	events	and	event	
facilities	to	be	zero	waste	 High ü  	 ü  	

Research	feasibility	of	increasing	landfill	tipping	fee	to	
support	waste	diversion	efforts High ü  	

Support	a	Colorado	Bottle	bill	–	recycling	of	glass	bottles
Reduce	use	of	single	use	shopping	bags	county-wide ü  	 P

Yard	waste	collection	county-wide	 P P

Commercial	compost	provided P ü  	
Packaging	policies,	get	rid	of	Styrofoam ü  	 ü  	 P

Register	pesticide	users	to	protect	organic	waste ü  	
Consistent	county-wide	recycling	practices	and	procedures ü  	 P

Waste	hauler	licensing ü  	
Pay	as	you	throw P P

            Waste and Landfill
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Give community members the knowledge and power to understand their
impacts and make climate-friendly choices 

•  Use social-science research on climate change communications for education and outreach strategies (e.g., Yale Program on
   Climate Change Communication, and George Mason Center for Climate Change Communication resources)
•  Incorporate social diversity and inclusivity throughout education and outreach 
•  Develop a climate action class to feed into current sustainability education programs and trainings
•  Convene and educate neighborhood climate action groups 
•		Continue	to	host	educational	tours	to	the	landfill,	and	include	the	materials	recovery	facility	(MRF)	and	hazardous	
   household waste facility
•  Host household zero-waste training for residential homeowners 
•		Educate	home	owners	and	businesses	on	shutting	down	and	unplugging	when	leaving	the	home	or	office	
   (reduce “vampire” energy-use)
•  Educate and incentivize second homeowners to reduce energy use
•  Promote use of “smart hubs” to understand real-time energy use
•		Conduct	trainings	specifically	for	property	managers	and	landscapers		
•  Educate land owners and users on climate-friendly land use practices 

Support businesses in climate-friendly practices
•		Encourage	more	participation	of	businesses	in	the	Actively	Green	Sustainable	Business	Training	and	Certification	Program	
•  Reduce waste through sustainable purchasing practices and less packaging
•  Provide more employer/employee climate action and sustainability training 
•  Leverage the VVP Actively Green Awards and the Annual Actively Green Awards Party for businesses
•  Engage local organizations and groups in educating businesses
•  Provide cards for hotel rooms and short-term rentals; educate guests on why their efforts matter (water-wise signage, etc.)
•		Develop	employee	field	experiences,	retreats,	and	experiential	learning	for	climate	science	understanding	for	mountain	communities
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Create a culture in the community that promotes climate action and sustainability 
•  Create a climate education team to educate about and support implementation of the Climate Action Plan 
•  Provide an e-newsletter with updates on progress related to the Climate Action Plan 
•  Create a valley-wide marketing campaign to elevate day-to-day awareness of climate action and sustainable living 
•  Use an “education-through-demonstration” approach to showcase climate-friendly building, landscaping, 
   and other best-practices  
•		Share	the	benefits	with	visitors,	such	as	carbon	sequestration	and	water	conservation	

Engage school children and their families for long-lasting change
•  Expand the Eco-Schools program at all K-12 schools to educate and recognize youth for their leadership, and incorporate 
   energy saving programs and infrastructure at all schools
•  Develop competitions for schools on ‘how to reduce carbon footprint’  
•  Develop “farm-to-school”  fresh, local food served in school cafeterias, and teach food production and gardening as 
   part of the curriculum 

Ideas for an education and marketing campaign promoting climate action
•  Develop a multi-media brand platform
•  Create a video about actions that can be taken to promote climate action
•  Utilize local media, TV, radio, and social media
•  Fund an educational point position with responsibilities to oversee implementation of climate action education and outreach
•		Use	standardized	and	frequently	communicated,	measurable	goals	
•  Use empowering positive messages and real-world examples
•		Focus	messages	on	improved	quality	of	life;	connect	the	message	to	people	and	the	future	
•		Identify	influencers	and	have	them	speak	up—local	celebrities	and	leaders	at	regular	and	fun	community	events
•  Host “Trash Talk” about waste with winter visitors—education campaign 
•  Train volunteer advocates for each neighborhood to share ideas with their neighbors; work through neighborhood and 
   homeowner associations
•  Include outreach to all community sectors, associations, clubs, chambers, etc. 
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Reduce	reliance	on	coal-fired	power	plants,	and	add	more	renewable	energy	sources

Provide	consumers	an	option	to	return	equity	checks	back	to	Holy	Cross	Energy	to	invest	in	clean	power	or	energy	efficiency	programs

Restructure	utility	rates	to	make	energy	efficiency	and	conservation	more	attractive

Educate utility co-op owners to advocate for changes

Identify areas for local solar arrays

Explore use of geothermal energy supply for homes and commercial buildings

Explore new technologies, such as storage, to increase renewable energy usage

Support Colorado Communities for Climate Action (policy initiatives and lobbyists at the state-level focused on GHG reduction)  

1
2

3

4
5

6

7

8

Energy Supply



Additional  Recommendations

Water Conservation and Energy
Water conservation reduces demand for both water and energy. Conserving water can play an important role in reducing GHG emissions. 
The	storage,	transport,	and	delivery	of	water	for	commercial,	residential,	and	agricultural	needs	lead	to	significant	GHG	emissions.	The	
stakeholders recommend several strategies to conserve water and save energy:

•  Educate	people	that	all	water	consumed	has	to	be	pumped	and	processed,	requiring	energy
•  Support water utilities and local governments in initiatives to reduce water consumption in facilities and operations
•  Include	more	heat	recovery	systems	that	use	heat	energy	from	discharged	treated	effluent,	such	as	Avon’s	Community	Heat	Recovery
   System that heats the pools at the Avon Recreation Center using heat energy from the Avon Waste Water Treatment Facility
•  Reduce use of water in residential and commercial properties
•  Develop small hydro plants for electricity generation
•  Create a study on incentives to switch to xeriscaping for buildings and residences
•  Work	with	HOAs	to	promote	low	water	use	and	energy	efficiency	practices	

Carbon Sequestration and Land Management
Organic matter holds carbon in the soil. Land management, landscaping, farming, and ranching practices that support healthy soil
development	can	also	be	important	ways	to	capture,	or	sequester,	GHGs	in	the	soil	and	help	protect	the	atmosphere.	Below	are
recommendations	related	to	carbon	sequestration:

•  Engage agencies, such as CSU Extension, USDA, NRCS, Betty Ford Alpine Gardens, and The Ground Up, to provide education on land   
			management	techniques	that	increase	carbon	storage	
•  Reduce	methane	emissions	by	stopping	biodegradable	materials	from	entering	the	landfill;	composting	can	be	a	vital	way	to	restore	and
   protect the climate  
•  Promote leaving grass clippings on the ground to return nutrients to the soil
•  Reduce impermeable surfaces, and encourage catchment of water that promotes healthy ecosystems  
•  Encourage	green	roofs	with	native	plant	species	that	do	not	require	a	large	amount	of	water
•  Reduce use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides that are made from fossil fuels that contribute to climate change  
•  Encourage holistic approaches during revegetation and restoration after disturbances, such as after building and infrastructure
			construction	or	after	natural	disasters	(e.g.,	fires	and	flooding)
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Appendix B: Stakeholder Meetings and Public Engagement Information

Guiding Principles for Stakeholder Group
•  Value each other’s and the community’s input and knowledge
•		Keep	in	mind	the	triple	bottom-line:	“people,	planet,	profit”
•  Take calculated risks
•  Address all sectors that contribute to GHG emissions
•  Develop meaningful goals and metrics to show progress through time
•  Strive for informed consent on decisions

Stakeholder Meeting Dates
March 21, 2016
April 18, 2016
May 23, 2016
June 20, 2016
August 22, 2016
November 14, 2016

Stakeholder Meeting Notes and Materials 
Meeting notes, slideshow presentations, and other supporting materials can be found at
www.walkingmountains.org/cap.

Public Open House Sessions
September 14, 2016, Brush Creek Pavilion, Eagle
September 19, 2016, Grand View, Lionshead Welcome Center, Vail
September 22, 2016, Miller Ranch Community Center, Edwards 



Appendix C: 2014 Eagle County Energy Inventory
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Appendix D: Glossary of Key Terms
Adaptation – efforts by society or ecosystem to prepare for and adjust to future climate change (e.g., upgrading infrastructure to be 
prepared for climate change - induced changes in summer temperatures or annual rainfall)
Climate – the average weather over 30 years
Climate Change	–	a	statistically	significant	variation	in	either	the	mean	climate	or	in	its	variability	(decade	or	longer)	due	to	natural	
or anthropogenic causes
Mitigation – an effort to reduce or prevent impacts of greenhouse gas emissions (e.g., building more multi-modal trails to reduce vehicle use)
Projection – a model that describes the future of the climate based on trajectories and data
Trend – the trajectory of past climate over short- and long-term periods of time
Resilience – the capability to anticipate, prepare for, or recover from a complex, multi-hazard threat
Weather – the current and short-term way the atmosphere is behaving
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